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PETER G. BARRIOS-LECH, Ph.D.
Born: January 26, 1977, Chihuahua City, Mexico.
Citizenships: American, French, Mexican

Professor of Classics and Graduate Program Director
Classics and Religious Studies Department, University of Massachusetts Boston
Phone: 1-617-287-6124  |  Email: peter.lech@umb.edu 

Professional: https://www.umb.edu/directory/peterlech/ 
Scholarship:  https://works.bepress.com/peter_barrios-lech/

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
Ancient Greek and Roman Drama, Sociolinguistics and Pragmatics of Greek and Latin, Syntax of Greek and Latin, Computational Stylistics, Literature of the Early and Late Republic, Textual Criticism

EDUCATION 
 
Brown University, Providence RI
	Ph.D., Classics, 2010

Columbia University, New York, NY
	B.A. in Classics, cum laude, 1999

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

Professor, University of Massachusetts Boston		2025-
Associate Professor, University of Massachusetts Boston		2017-2025
Assistant Professor, University of Massachusetts Boston		2011-2017
Lecturer, Santa Clara University		2010-2011
Visiting Instructor, University of Rhode Island		2009-2010
Visiting Instructor, Middlebury College		2008-2009
Visiting Instructor, College of the Holy Cross		2007-2008
Visiting Instructor, Wheaton College		2007-2008

PUBLICATIONS
 
Books 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2025. Plautus Casina: edited, with an Introduction, Translation and Commentary. Liverpool University Press. xvi+474 pp.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2016. Linguistic Interaction in Roman Comedy, Cambridge University Press. xxiv+381 pp.
	
	Reviews:  
· Eleanor Dickey, 2016. Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews: http://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2016/2016-10-52.html; 
· Rebecca Langlands, 2017. Greece and Rome 64.1, pp. 75-76; 
· Benjamin Victor, 2017. Classical World 110.3, pp. 423-424; 
· Ariana Traill, 2016. Classical Journal Online: https://cj.camws.org/sites/default/files/reviews/2017.07.03%20Traill%20on%20Barrios-Lech.pdf; 
· Bruno Rochette, 2017. Antiquité Classique 86, pp. 361-363: http://orbi.ulg.ac.be/handle/2268/204499;
· Berger, Łukasz, 2017. Eos 104.2, pp. 335-338;
· Hélène Perdicoyianni-Paléologou, 2018. Latomus 77.2: pp. 532-533.

Barrios-Lech, P, in progress. Linguistic Interaction in Greek Drama.

Barrios-Lech, P, in progress. Terence: Phormio. Commentary proposal for Cambridge University Press submitted.

Edited Special Issue

Barrios-Lech, P., with A. Mahoney. 2022. (eds.) A. Schola Vivida: A Festschrift on the Occasion of Jacqui Carlon’s Retirement. Special issue of New England Classical Journal, Issue 49.1.

Articles (all peer-reviewed)

Hilmarsdottir, Sólveig and Barrios-Lech P. in progress. “Usage of the Latin Prohibitions in the Ciceronian Speeches and Correspondence.”

Barrios-Lech, P. forthcoming. “The Lost Original of Plautus Casina, Again.” Phoenix.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2024. “Tanks for Nothing: an Explanation of Plautus Casina 121-5” Mnemosyne 77: 1107-1123.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2023. “Plautus's Casina.” In Oxford Bibliographies in Classics, ed. Ruth Scodel. New York: Oxford University Press, November 2, 2023. doi: 10.1093/obo/9780195389661-0402. Online Resource. 10,000 words.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2022. “Putting on a Fronto: Persona and Patterns of Language in Fronto’s correspondence.” In Classical Journal of New England: Schola Vivida: A Festschrift on the Occasion of Jacqui Carlon’s Retirement, P. Barrios-Lech and Anne Mahoney (eds.), New England Classical Journal 49.1, 27-54:
	https://doi.org/10.52284/NECJ.49.1.article.barrios-lech2 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2019. “Catullus 8 and Menander – Revisited.” Harvard Studies in Classical Philology vol. 110, 159-182. 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2018. “The Place, the Pimp, the Profit: Puns on Lycus’ Name in Plautus’ Poenulus.” Classical World 111.4, 485-501.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2017. “The –to Imperative in Plautus and Terence.” Classical Quarterly 67.2, 485-506.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2017. “Heads Up: A Bilingual Pun at Valerius Flaccus’ Argonautica 5.645.” Mnemosyne 70.4, 680-687.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2017. “Tyndarus’ Bilingual Pun and the Ambiguities of Plautus’ Captivi.” Classical Philology 112.2, 253-267.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2017. “The First Person Plural Hortatory Subjunctive in New Comedy.” Rivista di Cultura Classica e Medioevale. LIX.2, 61-82. 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2016. “The Volo Command in Roman Comedy” Mnemosyne 69.4, 628-647.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2016. “Noli+Infinitive in Roman Comedy” Glotta 92, 18-23.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2015. “Bilingual Pun and Epic Allusion in Aulularia (Plautus Aulularia 394-397, 736)” Quaderni Urbinati di Cultura Classica 109.1, 119-136.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2014. “The 1st Person Plural ‘Hortatory’ Subjunctive in Plautus and Terence” Rheinisches Museum 157.3-4, 272-277. 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2014. “Quid Ais and Female Speech” Hermes Zeitschrift für Klassische Philologie 142.4, 480-486.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2014. “Of Calves and (Old) Men: A Pun at Epidicus 187 and 666.” Mnemosyne 67.3, 458-465.

Book Chapters (* = Peer Reviewed)

Barrios-Lech, P. forthcoming. “Banter in the Letter Exchange between Fronto and Marcus Aurelius” invited essay for Laughter and Humour in Roman Literature (George C. Paraskeviotis and Gabriel Evangelou, eds.), Cambridge Scholars Press. Submitted.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2024. “What is so ‘Plautine’ about Plautine Language? Computers and the Style of Early Latin Drama.” In Plautus Revisited: Problemstellungen und Perspektiven Der Plautusforschung, Gregor Vogt-Spira & Bernhard Zimmermann (eds.), Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 213-260.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2023. “Indirect Questions in Early Latin.” In Early Latin: constructs, diversity, reception, James Adams, Anna Chahoud and Guiseppe Pezzini (eds.), Cambridge UP, 157-205
	Reviews:
· Zair, N. 2024. Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2024.09.04
	https://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2024/2024.09.04/ 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2022. “Towards a Comparison of Greek and Roman Politeness.” In Politeness in Ancient Greek and Latin, Luis Unceta-Gómez and Łukasz Berger (eds.), Cambridge UP, 45-76.
	
	Reviews: 
· Minchin E. 2023. The Classical Review 73(2): 388-391. doi:10.1017/S0009840X23000306 
· La Roi, E. 2023: Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2023.08.03: https://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2023/2023.08.03/ 
· Dickey, E. 2024. Journal of Historical Pragmatics 25(3): 499–503
· Novokhatko, A. 2024. Journal of Roman Studies. Published online. doi:10.1017/S0075435824000625  

Barrios-Lech, P. 2021. “Developments in Greek Politeness.” In Pragmatic Approaches to Drama, Gunther Martin, Federica Iurescia, Severin Hof, Giada Sorrentino (eds.), Brill, 234-63.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2020. “Theatergrams in Plautine Comedy: the Case of Hanno in Poenulus.” In Plautus’ Erudite Comedy: New Insights into the Work of a Doctus Poeta, Sophia Papaioannou and Chrysanthi Demetriou (eds.), Pierides Series, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 75-120.
	
	Review:
· Kreutel, R. Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews, 2021.10.23: https://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2021/2021.10.23/ 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2020. “Language of Plautus.” In A Companion to Plautus (Blackwell Companions to the Ancient World), Dorota Dutsch, George Fredric Franko (eds.), Wiley-Blackwell, 221-236.

Barrios-Lech, P. 2018. “Indirect and Off-Record Speech in Roman Comedy: the Case of the Conditional Request.” In Quasi Labor Intus: Ambiguity in the Latin Language, Michael Fontaine, William Short, and Charlie McNamara (eds.), The Paideia Institute Press, 55-78. 
		
	Review:
· Borchers, S. Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews, 2019.4.11: http://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2019/2019-04-11.html

Reviews

Review of Goldberg, S. 2022. Terence: Andria. Cambridge: Cambridge UP. Forthcoming in Gnomon.

Review of Barbiero, Emilia. 2023. Letters in Plautus. Cambridge: Cambridge UP. Classical Outlook, 99.1, 45-6.

Review of Halla-Aho, Hilla. Left Dislocation in Latin: Topics and Syntax in Republican Texts. 2018. Vol. 28 of Amsterdam Studies in Classical Philology. Leiden and Boston: Brill. Classical Journal Online, 2021.09.03: https://cj.camws.org/sites/default/files/reviews/2021.09.03%20Lech%20on%20Halla-aho.pdf 

Review of Manousakis, Nikos. 2020. Prometheus Bound – A Separate Authorial Trace in the Aeschylean Corpus. Berlin/Boston: De Gruyter. Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews, 2021.04.10: https://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2021/2021.04.10/ 

Review of Dutsch, D., S. James and D. Konstan (eds.). 2015. Women in Roman Republican Drama. Madison, WI: University of Wisconsin Press. New England Classical Journal 42.3, 206-208.

Review of Papoiannou, S. (ed.) 2014. Terence and Interpretation. Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Press. Bryn Mawr Classical Review, 2015.09.22:  http://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2015/2015-09-22.html 

Review of Gesine Manuwald (2013), Roman Republican Theatre. Cambridge: Cambridge UP. Classical Review 63.2, 415-417. 

Review of Gesine Manuwald (2010), Roman Drama: A Reader. London: Duckworth. Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2011.03.24:  http://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2011/2011-03-24.html 

Other Writings

Barrios-Lech, P. (trans.) 2022. “On Teaching Sallust in Latin: The Why and the How”,” translation of Tárrega Garrido “De Sallustio Latine Praelegendo: Causae, Rationes et Consilia Docendi,” Schola Vivida: A Festschrift on the Occasion of Jacqui Carlon’s Retirement, P. Barrios-Lech and Anne Mahoney (eds.), New England Classical Journal 49.1, 112-125. https://doi.org/10.52284/NECJ.49.1.article.garrido2 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2022. “Introduction.” in Classical Journal of New England. Schola Vivida: A Festschrift on the Occasion of Jacqui Carlon’s Retirement, P. Barrios-Lech and Anne Mahoney (eds.), New England Classical Journal 49.1, 1-11. https://doi.org/10.52284/NECJ.49.1.article.barrios-lech1 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2019. “The Indirect Question in Latin” Guest Post for Latinitium.com:  https://www.latinitium.com/blog/barrios-lech-the-indirect-question-in-latin  

Barrios-Lech, P. 2017. “How to Ask Politely in Latin.” Guest Post for Latinitium.com: http://www.latinitium.com/blog/politeness-in-latin 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2017. “How to Ask Someone Not to Do Something in Latin.” Guest Post for Latinitium.com: http://www.latinitium.com/blog/how-to-tell-someone-not-to-do-something-in-latin 

Barrios-Lech, P. 2006. “Bifolium Leaf from a Medieval Antiphonal” (Research Report):  http://tinyurl.com/antiphonal-fragment 

Conferences and Invited Talks
 
Invited Lectures/Talks

Invited speaker, Classical Linguistics Seminar, March 11, 2026, Cambridge University, Cambridge UK.

 “Language and Style of Roman Comedy”, NEH Institute for Higher Education Faculty, "The Performance of Roman Comedy," Boston College, July 14, 2023. https://www.neh.gov/news/neh-announces-315-million-226-humanities-projects-nationwide 

“SLA Theory and The Teaching of Latin”: 2023 SCS Conference, New Orleans, LA, January 7, 2023.

“Computers and Plautine Style II” Plautus Revisited: Problemstellungen und Perspektiven der Plautsforschung II, Merano, Italy, May 12-14, 2022.

“What is so Plautine about Plautine Language?” Plautus Revisited: Problemstellungen und Perspektiven der Plautusforschung. Internationales Symposion Villa Vigoni. July 16-18 2021, Villa Vigoni, Loveno di Menaggio, Italy (via Zoom).

“Developments in Politeness from Aristophanes to Menander,” talk delivered at Doing Things with Words on Stage: Pragmatics and its use in Ancient Drama. Universität Zürich Seminar für Griechische und Lateinische Philologie, Zürich, Switzerland, July 4-7, 2018.

“First Steps towards a Comparison of Politeness Systems in ancient Greece and Rome” talk delivered at Approaches to Greek and Latin (Im)politeness. Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, 26-27 June 2017. (remote attendance)

“Shifting Speech Patterns in Plautus and Terence” talk delivered for the Classics Department Colloquia, Santa Clara University, November 15, 2010.

“Prosperous Voyages to Epidamnus:  Shakespeare’s Appropriation of New Comedy motifs in Comedy of Errors and Taming of the Shrew,” paper delivered at New Hampshire Classical Association’s “Classics Day for Teachers,” September 26, 2008

Talks on Latin Pedagogy (*=invited)

*“Scribere Latine: Quidnam prodest?” [“Writing in Latin: Of what use is it?”], Classical Association of New England Annual Conference, April 8, 2022.

* “Communicative Latin: Meeting Students Where They Are”, Jesuit Latin Colloquium, November 5, 2022, Boston College High School, Boston MA.

“Revising the SCS Teacher Prep Standards and Output in the Latin Classroom” talk delivered at “SCS and the Classics” seminar, October 11, 2022 (via Zoom).

*“How Spoken Latin Came to UMass Boston” (English); “De imperativo praesentis” [“On the present imperative”] (Latin) talks given at Paideia Institute, Living Latin in New York City, February 17-18, 2018, New York, NY.

Peer-Reviewed Talks

“The Present and Aorist Imperative in (Inter)action: Commands and Politeness in Menander” paper presented at the SCS (Society for Classical Studies) 2017 in Toronto, Canada, January 8, 2017. 

“The Pragmatics of Menandrian Dialogue:  A Pilot Study” Classical Association of Western and Midwestern States (CAMWS) conference, Boulder CO, March 25-28, 2015

“Gender and Speech in Roman Comedy” CAMWS conference, Baton Rouge LA, March 31, 2012.

“Significant Openings in Plautus” CAMWS conference, Grand Rapids, MI, April 8, 2011

“The language of the uxor dotata [“dowered wife”] and bona matrona [“good wife”] in Plautus” presented at organizer-refereed panel, Diversity of Speech in Greco-Roman Comedy & Satire, APA (American Philological Association), Philadelphia, PA, Jan. 6, 2012.

“Changing Roles, Changing Speech: Chaerea in Eunuch and Demea in Adelphoe” paper delivered at 2011 APA Conference, San Antonio, TX, January 7, 2011.

Guest Lectures

“Ancient Greek and Latin Politeness, or: The Sociolinguistics of a Dead Language” invited lecture at UMASS Boston Applied Linguistics department, December 3, 2020.

“Voices of the Marginalized:  the Language of Women and Slaves in Roman Comedy” invited lecture at Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA, February 7, 2011.

CREATIVE WORK

Ad Montem Heliconium, Latin poetry blog (url:  citharistes.blogspot.com) with Latin poems in elegiac, Sapphic, Alcaic, and iambic meter, maintained since March 2006; no new publications since 2022.

AWARDS, HONORS, AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Member, Tri-Alpha Society: https://www.1stgenhonors.org/ 	Spring 2023–
Nominee, Joukowsky Outstanding Dissertation Prize, Brown	Spring 2010
Nominee, Presidential Award for Excellence in Teaching, Brown	Spring 2010
Brown University Dissertation Fellowship      	Fall 2006
Brown University Dissertation Fellowship      	Spring 2005  
Brown University Fellowship       	2000-2001 

TEACHING & MENTORING

Teaching, University of Massachusetts Boston							2011-

*=Greek and Latin texts taught in translation

Freshman Large Enrollment Course:
	*Poets Warriors and Sages: Fall 2020, 2021, 2023, 2024

Undergraduate Large Enrollment Course:
	*Greek Civilization, Multicultural Perspectives: Spring 2018, Fall 2019
	*Greek Civilization: Fall 2011, 2012, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017
*Roman Civilization: Spring 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2019, 2020

Undergraduate Advanced Seminar:
	*Golden Age of Rome Spring 2012, Fall 2014, Fall 2016, Fall 2020
	*Greek and Roman Tragedy: Spring 2018
	*Greek and Roman Comedy: Spring 2023
	Xenophon: Fall 2012
	Homer: Spring 2015
	Beginning Latin: Fall 2012
	Intermediate Latin 1:Fall 2020-Fall 2023
	Intermediate Latin 2: Ovid Spring 2014, Spring 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024
	
Graduate Course:
	Roman Comedy: Fall 2011, Fall 2015, Spring 2019, Fall 2023
	Lucretius: Fall 2019, 2024
	Latin Teaching Methods: Fall 2022
Latin Active Learning Methodologies: Summer 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2024
	Latin Living Text: Summer 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016
	Latin Prose Composition: Spring 2013, Spring 2022, Spring 2024	
	Latin Conversation: Spring 2011, 2014
	Euripides: Spring 2014
	Sophocles: Spring 2016
	Greek Prose Composition: Spring 2023

Theses Directed

Undergraduate 
Dan Brutti, Translation of Mosella, Spring 2012

Masters
Alexa Whalen, Sacrifice in Ovid’s Fasti, Spring 2017
Gray Alexander, Digital Commentary on Aristophanes’ Lysistrata. Spring 2023.
Ashley Brewer, Novella on the Silk Road in Antiquity. Spring 2023.
David Fahrenthold, Ciceronian Rhetoric and Augustine’s Confessions, Fall 2024—Spring 2025

Ph.D. 
Male Lament in Euripides, David Chu, University of Colorado, Boulder (outside reader), Fall 2024-Spring 2025

Ph.D. Students Advised

Carlès Garcia, University of Valencia, Spain: Spring 2024. (use of R to measure stylistic features of text)
Allison Jodoin, Boston University: Spring 2024. (use of R to measure stylistic features of text)
Spiridon-Josif Capotos, Boston University: Fall 2024. (Plautine language)
Sólveig Hilmarsdottir, University of Cambridge: Fall 2024. (Ancient sociolinguistics)

SERVICE 

Graduate Program

Graduate Program Director, MA in Latin and Classical Humanities		2020-Present
	Director of Annual Conventiculum Bostoniense:  Summer Latin	
	program for high school teachers and graduate students			2012-2022

Department
Chair, Fourth Year Review Committee, Chris Cochran				Fall 2024
Chair	, Departmental Personnel Committee						Fall 2020—
Chair, Tenure Committee for Jason von Ehrenkrook					2019
Chair, Search Committee for Tenure-Line Position					2019-2020
Chair, Fourth-Year Review Committee for Jason von Ehrenkrook		Fall 2017
Co-Author, Graduate Studies Overview for Accreditation Review		Fall 2022
Co-Author, Student Learning Assessment Plan for Accreditation Review	Summer 2014

College
Member, Majors Advising Committee, UMass Boston				2014 –2020
Member, Academic Affairs Committee							2015 –2022
Member, UMass Boston Faculty Senate							Spring 2014

Professional
Guest Examiner at “Actus” public exam on Homeric poetry at 
	Boston College High School								Spring 2024
Chair of ad hoc committee to establish CANE Diversity Scholarship		Fall 2020—Spring 2021: https://caneweb.org/helen-maria-chesnutt-scholarship/  
Member, Scholarship Committee, CANE						Fall 2021—
Member, Committee on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, CANE			Fall 2021—Spring 2024
Reviewer for American Journal of Philology, Gnomon, John Benjamins Publishing, Classical Philology, Classical World, Materiali e Discussioni, Mnemosyne, Mouseion, Oxford Bibliographies, Phoenix, Rheinisches Museum, Transactions of the American Philological Association, Transactions of the Philological Society, Journal of Historical Syntax.				
MEMBERSHIPS

Society for Classical Studies (SCS)
Classical Association of New England (CANE)
Classical Association of Massachusetts (CAM)

Updated 15 August 2025
